
 

CITY OF 
FORT LAUDERDALE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
March 26, 2008

Sergeant Frank Sousa 
Public Information Office 
(954) 828-6433 
FSousa@fortlauderdale.gov AGGRAVATED CHILD 

ABUSE 
(911 Call available at link) 

http://www.box.net/shared/static/j31ul94w0w.cda
 

UPDATE: 
 
The deceased child has been identified as Jayon Hartage, D.O.B. 11/16/2006.  
Christopher Downing, the mother’s boyfriend, has been charged with one count 
of Homicide after the results of the Medical Examiner were given.  Clicking the 
link above gives the original 911 call that was received. 
 
ORIGINAL RELEASE:  
 
On Friday, March 21, 2008, at approximately 2:00 P.M. Fort Lauderdale Police 
and Fire-Rescue were dispatched to 1744 Northwest 8 Street in reference to a 
baby being unresponsive. 
 
Upon police unit’s arrival, Fire-Rescue was already on-scene and had begun 
CPR on the unresponsive baby.  Fort Lauderdale Fire-Rescue transported the 
child to Broward General Medical Center where he was intubated.  Despite the 
efforts of the medical team at the hospital the baby was pronounced deceased 
on Sunday, March 23, 2008, at approximately 6:30 P.M. 
 
Police have arrested Christopher Downing, B/M, 05/09/1987, a Fort Lauderdale 
resident.  Downing has been charged with one count of Aggravated Child Abuse.  
Downing could face further charges as the investigation continues. 

 
Christopher Downing 
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